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Evan’s Notes: 

Why You Need to Pay 

Attention to Your Air Dryer 
 

It's more important than ever to 
protect a truck's air system from 
contamination, because there are 
more and more on-vehicle 
technologies making use of that air. 
 
That's why having and taking proper care of an air dryer is vital. 
Installed between the compressor and reservoirs, the air dryer 
collects and removes solid, liquid, and aerosol contaminants such as 
water and oil before they enter the air brake system and jeopardize 
efficient operation. 

 
Bendix, which has produced more than 10 million air dryers, says it's not enough to remove 
the moisture from the air. It says you also need to make sure the oil is being kept out of the 
air system. 
Oil can contribute to premature damage in a variety of components such as push-pull dash 
valves, spring brake modulating valves, and brake chamber diaphragms. And oil-deteriorated 
seals can cause air system leaks that may cost you points during roadside inspection. 
 
Oil contamination can lead to the failure of any system that relies on clean air for proper 
operation, including the air brake, engine, emission, and drivetrain systems. These systems 
include a variety of advanced technologies required to meet stricter emissions regulations on 
vehicles built after 2007 and 2010, as well as technologies that fleets are increasingly adopting 
to improve productivity and fuel economy, including diesel particulate filters, selective catalytic 
reduction system and transmissions on top of the safety-critical brake components.  
 
Ensuring effective performance of an air dryer over time means replacing air dryer filters on a 
regular basis. For better air dryer performance, non-oil-coalescing cartridges can be upgraded 
to an oil-coalescing cartridge such as the Bendix PuraGuard cartridge. 
Bendix warns that if its PuraGuard oil-coalescing cartridge is an OEM standard, it must be 
replaced with a like unit. 
 
When replacing cartridges, Bendix says fleets need to beware of low-cost and counterfeit 
cartridges, which are not as effective as original OEM equipment. To ensure fleet owners and 
operators are using genuine parts, Bendix PuraGuard cartridges feature an embossed silver 
medallion on the top, as well as the PuraGuard logo on the side. 
 
Maintenance 
Adhering to a strict preventive maintenance schedule is crucial to keeping a vehicle’s air 
system clean and ensuring superior performance. 

http://www.truckinginfo.com/article/photos/179320/why-you-need-to-pay-attention-to-your-air-dryer/6179.aspx


Depending on vocation, Bendix recommends a one-, two-, or three-year air dryer cartridge 
replacement on vehicles equipped with a Bendix compressor: 
 For severe service applications, such as residential refuse trucks or school buses, the air 

dryer cartridge should be replaced every year or 100,000 miles. 
 For pick-up and delivery operations, or for double- and triple-trailer line haul trucks, every 

two years or 200,000 miles is recommended. 
 Line haul operations using a single trailer should swap the filter out every three years or 

300,000 miles. 
Recommended intervals for trucks equipped with non-Bendix compressors are six months 
(50,000 miles), one year (100,000 miles), and two years (200,000 miles), respectively.  
More frequent intervals may be required depending on a vehicle’s age, its compressor 
condition, the operating environment, the vehicle’s vocation, and its usage. In conjunction 
with the guidelines, fleets can determine the functionality of their filters by checking for 
moisture in the air brake system monthly. If moisture is present, the air dryer cartridge may 
require replacement. 
“In addition to the guidelines for maintenance noted, fleets who acquire used trucks should 
change the air dryer cartridge as part of their prep work to bring the truck into operation,” 
noted Fred Andersky, director of marketing – charging. “Changing the cartridge and sticking to 
a maintenance schedule, like our 1-2-3 approach, helps ensure long life and improved 
reliability of the air system, critical components, and the truck itself. Bottom line, the right air 
dryer and cartridge can help a fleet and owner-operator lower their operating costs.”     

 -Evan 

 

Summer Tires vs. All Season Tire  
When debating between all season tires vs summer tires, the differences between the two 
types can be easily misunderstood. Depending on your vehicle, driving conditions, and 
personal preferences, one may be a better option than the other. When choosing between 
summer and all season tires, it helps to understand the benefits and limitations of each. 
All Season Tires- An all-season tire offers a balance of capabilities, providing acceptable 
performance in wet and dry conditions, as well as traction in snow. 

Built for the average driver, all-season tires 
have moderate tread depths and rubber 
compounds that are engineered to provide 
longer tread life than summer tires, which 
have shallower tread depths. All-season 
tires are offered in many types/models, 
sizes, load capacities, and speed ratings for 
use on a wide variety of vehicles from 
economy cars to sedans to mini-vans to 
pickup trucks.  

They tend to provide ride comfort, 
handling, and other performance attributes suitable for most drivers. 

All-season tires perform well in warm weather, but they may offer less grip than summer tires, 
sacrificing some steering, braking, and cornering capabilities. This tradeoff is necessary for all-



season tires to be able to provide acceptable performance in light winter conditions and 
provide longer tread life. 

All-season tires are capable of providing traction in winter, but are not the best tire to use in 
extreme winter driving conditions. Drivers who encounter extreme winter weather may want 
to consider switching to snow tires in the winter. 

Because all-season tires offer a blend of summer and winter performance, they are often a 
good option for drivers in moderate climates and driving conditions. 

 
Summer Tires -Summer tires are ideal for high performance vehicles, and are built for speed 
and agility. They offer increased responsiveness, cornering, and braking capabilities. This is 
typically attributed to specialized tread patterns and rubber compounds that allow for 
improved precision on the road. The tread patterns of summer tires have less grooving and 
put more rubber in contact with the road. They are designed to provide maximum road-
holding grip. The tread compounds of summer tires are designed to remain more flexible, 
allowing for better traction and 
grip. Summer tires may have 
shallower tread depths that allow 
for more stability when pushed 
closer to their limits. 

Dimensional characteristics (such 
as the tire’s width, aspect ratio, and 
rim diameter), speed capability, 
and other design features make 
summer tires more suitable and 
capable for increased performance 
in wet and dry conditions on high-
performance, sports-oriented 
vehicles. Surprising to some, summer tires provide better performance in wet driving 
conditions, thanks to unique tread patterns that help evacuate water and resist hydroplaning. 
When it comes to winter driving, all-season tires may be more suitable than summer tires, 
given their blend of summer and winter performance capabilities, but we recommend 
considering making the switch to winter tires to get optimal traction and performance in 
extreme winter conditions. 

Choosing the right tire- Choosing the right tire isn’t as simple as mounting a set and 

never looking back. When contemplating between a summer and all-season tire, consider 

your driving conditions, the climate you live in, and performance needs. 

It is best that all tires on your vehicle are the same type of tire – such as winter tires, 

all-season tires, summer tires, etc. Your vehicle’s tires should meet the manufacturer’s 

recommended size, speed rating, load capacity, as well as any other recommended 

specifications.    

-Kim 



Upcoming Events 
 

July 4th Independence Day 

  E.L.M. Repair Closed 

 

July 13th-17th Hodag Country Festival 

 

July 13th- 16th Balloon & Rib Fest  

   Wausau, WI 

 

July 22nd Edgar FFA Alumni Tractor  

   and Truck pull 

 

August 1st-6th Wisconsin Valley Fair 

 

August 17th- 20th Athens World’s fair  

 

August 25th-27th Northcentral WI Antique 

  Steam and Gas Engine show

  

 

September 4th- Labor Day   

   E.L.M. Repair Closed

  

 

September 22nd- 24th   Warren’s       

   Cranberry Festival  
 

Mary’s Corner   

Thank you! 

We would like to thank everyone who 

participated in helping us collect goods for 

the local Circle of Joy food drive. It is 

very much appreciated! 

September means children will be back in 

school. Please slow down, be alert and 

cautious of school buses and children 

crossing streets. 

Watermelon Crawl- Aka Spiked 
Watermelon 

Ingredients: 1 bottle Vanilla Vodka or Coconut Rum  

Sneaky and Underhanded: Use any size syringe 

- or several- and inject the alcohol into the melon. 

Smaller needles will leave the least detectable marks! 

Refrigerate or pack in ice to get it really cold. (Very 

hard to do with champagne). 

 

Open and Honest: Remove rind from melon. Cut 

edible flesh into pieces, place in a huge bowl and 

douse with the alcohol. Refrigerate or pack in ice to 

get it really cold. 

 

Whole Melon: Cut a hole in the melon big enough 

to insert a funnel. SAVE the piece you removed to 

reinsert after all the alcohol has been absorbed. Pour 

alcohol into the melon through the funnel. We 

usually put the melon in a cooler and surround it 

with ice, place the funnel and fill it with alcohol- 

return several times to refill funnel. 

 

Note: We usually spike in the morning and let it sit 

until we are ready later that day. If leaving the rind 

on, don't let it sit too long as the outer rind of the 

melon will absorb much of the alcohol and the inner 

fruit will be a little weaker. 

Fill a Backpack Fill a Need 

This year we will be hosting the Fill a Backpack 

Fill a Need program. Items may be dropped off 

from July 5th- August 28th, 7am- 7 pm. We 

will be looking for the following: new backpacks, 

colored pencils, red pens, high lighters, wide 

lined note books, glue and glue sticks, sanitary 

wipes and hand sanitizer.
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*Can’t come to us, we’ll come to you*  
All repairs and mobile air conditioning available. 

 

Service Assoc. 
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